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The European Union External Action Service

3

European Union External Action Service (EEAS):

The EEAS is the European Union's diplomatic service. It helps the EU's
foreign affairs chief – the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy – carry out the Union's Common Foreign and Security Policy.

- Is the diplomatic service and combined foreign and defence ministry of the European Union.

- The EEAS is lead by the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (HR/VP),
who is also President of the Foreign Affairs Council and Vice-President of the European
Commission.

- The EEAS is also in charge of EU diplomatic missions (delegations).

- It was formally established in 2010, personal is coming from EU Member States Foreign
Services.

- Also it supports both – the Commission and the Council – the EEAS is independent from them
and has its own staff, as well as a separate section in the EU budget



The European Union External Action Service / 
The European Union Military Staff
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The European Union Military Staff (EUMS) is a so called “child agency” of
the EEAS:

The Military Staff of the European Union (EUMS) is the directorate-general
of the European Union’s (EU) External Action Service (EEAS) that
contributes to the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) by
providing strategic advice to the High Representative (HR/ VP) and
commanding operations and missions through its Military Planning and
Conduct Capability (MPCC).

The EUMS also reports to the European Union Military Committee (EUMC)
representing member states’ Chiefs of Defence, and performs “early
warning”, situation assessment and strategic planning.

Located in BRUSSELS



The European Union Military Staff – as the Requestor 
of Geospatial Information
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The role of the EUMS:
• It is the source of the EU's military expertise. 

• It assures the link between the EUMC on the one hand and the military resources available 
to the EU on the other, and it provides military expertise to EU bodies as directed by the EUMC.
• It performs three main operational functions: early warning, situation assessment and 
strategic planning. Within the EUMS, the Director of the MPCC will assume the responsibility 
for operational planning and conduct at the military strategic level of non-executive military 
missions.
• It conducts early planning in sufficient detail (i.e. 1:mio scale to 250 k plus detailed 
mapping), inter alia, to allow Member States to assess their potential force contributions and for 
the EUMS to provide appropriate expertise along the decision-making process.
• It provides an early warning capability. It plans, assesses and makes recommendations 
regarding the concept of crisis management and the general military strategy and implements the 
decisions and guidance of the EUMC.



Geospatial Information – The EUMS Geo-Database
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Current Status
- EUMS has a small Geospatial Cell

- GIS – based limited production of Geospatial products mainly for planning and
situational awareness

- Database has to cover the whole globe
- Commercial datasets

- Open Source data

- Data, products and Services from EU Member States, mainly military outside Europe 

Need for authoritative Geospatial Information, quality controlled, preferably
from governmental sources

EU military Spatial Data Infrastructure shall be developed by a PESCO-Project
(Permanent Structured Co-Operation of EU military)



Promoting EUROGEOGRAPHICS –
Geospatial Information from the EU Member States +

The use of Eurogeographics as authoritative Geospatial Information in the
EEAS and the EU military:

• Example for data provision from the EU Member States and Partners

• Suitable scale (1:250.000 or better)

• Database

• Providing data from the governmental mapping agencies including the
military

https://www.mapsforeurope.org/explore-map/egm-erm-basemap
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EUROGEOGRAPHICS - Overview
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Recent examples

Combination of EU BASEMAPS and 
EUROGEOGRAPHICS data

Use of 
EuroRegional
Map + Open 
Gazetteer in 
our map 
production –
UKRAINE 
REGION 
MAP for 
EU Council 
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Recent examples

Combination of EU BASEMAPS and 
EUROGEOGRAPHICS data

Use of Euro
Regional Map
+ Open 
Gazetteer in 
our map 
production –
„OBSTACLE 
MAP“ of 
Eastern
Ukraine



EEAS/ EUMS is looking for 

- authoritative Geospatial Information – preferably from Governmental 
organisations

- Borders and Boundaries should reflect the EU view

- Quality control is an issue

- Data should be useful for military planning and situational awareness 
- Road and bridges, vegetation (forests), waters, populated areas = main focus for 

military mobility and movement

- Data should be as complete as possible (roads, rivers, populated areas)
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Main take-away



Thank you
for being
invited!

LtCol Soenke FISCHHOEFER

Senior Geospatial Officer EUMS

EUMS INT SPT Geo

Soenke.Fischhoefer@EEAS.EUROPA.EU

+32 2584 5736
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European External Action Service
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