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PBL Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency 

The national institute for strategic policy analysis in the fields 
of the environment, nature and spatial planning
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PBL
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Indicators 

Monitoring

Databases and Registers Monitoring data are a 
corner stone for PBL’s 
assessments, policy 
evaluations and outlooks

PBL itself is no operator 
of monitoring networks 
or a key register owner
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www.clo.nl
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Outlook

studies

Nature outlook
2020-2040
DEVELOPMENT 
VISIONS 
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Data requirements – EU/Global 

• Frequent (update once a year)
• Policy relevant
• Detail/scale fit for purpose
• Known quality – metadata
• Harmonized and seamless
• Time series
• Easy access
• Local copy of dataservices
• Access to historical dataversions
• Open – free for sharing
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EU/Global data sources
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Improving
spatial models 



Improving spatial models - 2
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GRIP Global Roads database is built on data from governments, 
NGOs, crowdsourcing initiatives and the United Nations
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GRIP 
Densities
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Do’s and don’ts of 
population density 
determination

Population 

density 

(inh/km2)

Weighted 

by NUT3 

(inh/km2)

Paris

Île de France NUTS1 995

Île de France NUTS2 995 6934

Paris NUTS3 21262

Bruxelles

Hoofdstedelijk Gewest NUTS1 7296

Hoofdstedelijk Gewest NUTS2 7296 7296

Arr. van Brussel-Hoofdstad NUTS3 7296

London

London NUTS1 5244

Inner London NUTS2 10096 10101

Inner London - West NUTS3_1 9891

Inner London - East NUTS3_2 10206



European Regional
Competitiveness
Scoreboard
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Powerful tool for analyzing a 
region’s competitive position and 
its position in global economic 
networks using a visualization of 
actual regional data

http://themasites.pbl.nl/eu-trade
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Bioscore 2.0 model
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Supports the analysis of 
potential impacts of future 
changes in human-induced 
pressures on European 
terrestrial biodiversity 
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Nature Outlook 2016
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Four ‘perspectives’ on nature in 2050

Objective: to provide inspiration for 
the strategic debate on nature

Approach: to involve stakeholders 
and use models
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http://themasites.pbl.nl/cities-in-europe/



18
Johan van der Schuit | May 9th, 2017

Use of (geo)data for policy assessments and outlooks

http://themasites.pbl.nl/cities-in-europe/



… and interactives
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http://infographics.pbl.nl/website/globalco2-2016/

http://infographics.pbl.nl/website/globalco2-2016/#emission_industrialised


In conclusion

 Harmonized (geo)data is essential for pan Europe research to 
explore alternative futures 

 Use of open data is growing in importance, bringing data into 
the public domain

 Data acquisition budgets are under pressure

 Top visuals like (interactive) infographics and one pagers are 
indispensable for successful communication

 No top without solid data at the base.
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Disclaimer: PBL has made every effort to track the copyright owners of each of the photographs used. 
As this proved difficult in some cases, we hereby invite anyone with a legal claim to such copyright to contact PBL.

Thank you for your attention!

Johan.vanderschuit@pbl.nl
www.pbl.nl

Follow PBL:
@nlenvironagency

@leefomgeving
@compendium_clo
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