
A new era of National Mapping Services in Great Britain 



• Ordnance Survey is Great Britain’s national mapping agency

• 1200 staff, including 200 specialist surveyors 

• Our trusted location data has woven itself into the very fabric of everyday life, right across Great Britain

• Delivering a critical public task alongside commercial data, infrastructure and service propositions

• Our expertise supports international governments to establish and develop geospatial infrastructure

• Alongside the UK’s Geospatial Commission and other Partner Bodies, we are proud to help underpin 
Great Britain’s reputation as a world-leading geospatial nation
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THINK CUSTOMER THRIVE TOGETHER STAY AHEAD SEIZE THE MOMENT



• We create, maintain and disseminate consistent, definitive 
and authoritative geospatial and cartographic data and 
products of Great Britain in the national interest.

• All 243,241 square kilometres are maintained in the master 
map  of Great Britain and up to 20,000 changes are  recorded 
in the database daily.

• We support business and governments to use location data 
more intelligently and help the development of a ‘smarter’ 
more connected world
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We make outdoor activity enjoyable, accessible 
and safe. We inspire people to get outside, find 
new places and enjoy their leisure time -
promoting physical and mental wellbeing.
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• We provide advice and support to the UK Government on all 
aspects of survey, mapping and geographic information.

• We maintain and develop the underlying physical infrastructure 
which is needed to support mapping applications.

• We create, maintain and provide governance for the National 
Geographic Database (NGD) made up of geographic information 
datasets with coverage of all of Great Britain to a consistent 
specification.

• We make the content of the relevant datasets widely available as 
products which can be used by customers of all types.
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Ordnance Survey is one of six key partner bodies that 
make up the expert Geospatial Commission that: 

• sets the UK’s geospatial strategy

• puts location data at the heart of the future UK 
economy

• promotes the best use of geospatial data and maximise 
its economic value
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The Commission 
have published the 
UK’s first geospatial 
strategy in 10 years

Formed in 2018 to 
ensure the UK makes 
best use of its 
geospatial assets

Linked to a new 
national data 
strategy and rapidly 
changing policy 
landscape





© Ordnance Survey |



OFFICIAL | 3rd April 2020

New, richer data New ways to access  our 
data

New  freedoms to share 
data



New, richer data

• New data insight opens up analysis for better policy making and 
commercial opportunities

• Increased currency for often-needed data points

New access to data

• Free access to rich data for developers to design products and services

• Better options for today’s customer – with single sign-in, online 
payments, and community feedback to improve our data

New freedoms to share data

• Lowers cost and access barriers with our products and APIs. 

• New licensing so third parties can make data available under open terms 
in their products and services 
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We’re expanding OS data to create a deeper and richer picture of built and natural environments. It helps 
our customers draw new insight from information such as the age of buildings and rural land classification.
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Buildings
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Supporting the public and private 

sectors vital infrastructure and 

services by making it easier for 

anyone to find, access and use 

authoritative geospatial data. 
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“I am responsible for setting direction of the 
organisational strategy”

“I don’t have fixed goals, I want to explore what’s possible 
with data in a creative way”

“I have an idea to solve a real-world problem, I need to build my 
app quickly. I’ll probably use Google or OpenStreetMap APIs”

“As an entrepreneur I can see the gap in the market and have an 
idea for a mobile app. I need a developer to build my app for me”

“I analyse geospatial data and visualise this on maps for 
other people to use. I use GIS applications”

“I use OS base maps to analyse data I have collected to 

visualise this on a map. I love the detail of OS maps”

“I use maps I have annotated to brief others on 
work required. I am not confident to do any more 
than that”



Supporting developers:

• Tools on using different data layers

• Guidance on GIS application

• Provision of data through APIs

• The use of premium data in ‘development mode’

• Access to Developer Portal on OS website

• Contact available with an OS Developer Advocate

• Access to the Geovation Hub
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All our API data (OS 
OpenData and 
Premium) are subject 
to a 600 transactions-
per-minute throttle for 
live projects

There is also be a free 
threshold of up to 
£1,000 pcm for anyone 
who uses the 
equivalent premium 
datasets in the 
development of their 
apps, products and 
services for use by 3rd

parties, including the 
public – using their 
own APIs 




