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Introduction – Copernicus and In Situ Data

Copernicus in situ data: observations, 
reference and ancillary data licensed or 
provided for use in Copernicus

All Copernicus Services require in situ 
data to produce and validate their 
products

The Copernicus Space Component 
requires in situ data for calibration and 
validation of Sentinel observations

Key user requirements cannot be met unless Copernicus has 

access to essential in situ data
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Introduction – Copernicus and In Situ Data

Where is in-situ data coming 
from?

• Predominately from national data 
owners and providers → YOU

• Organised in European or global 
networks, organisations, and 
European Research 
Infrastructures.  
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Introduction – role of EEA in Copernicus In Situ 

• Entrusted Entities access in situ 
data directly according to their 
operational needs. 
The Entrusted Entities are responsible for 
day-to-day activities, setting up and 
managing technical interfaces;

• The EEA intervenes in cases where a 
coordinated approach to accessing 
in situ data is required at a 
programmatic level. 
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Introduction - Areas of work 

State of Play Access to in situ data Engaging with data 
providers

Provide advice and 
support
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Copernicus Service Agreement with EuroGeographics
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Use of NMCA data in Copernicus Services
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Use cases of NMCA data in Copernicus (I)

Carta de Uso e Ocupação do Solo (COS) Sistema de Información de Ocupacion 
del Suelo de España (SIOSE)
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Use cases of NMCA data in Copernicus (II) 

National Hydrological Data National Hydrological Data National Transportation Data 
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Use cases of NMCA data in Copernicus (III) 

Orthophotos, DEM National DTM, hydraulic and hydrographic 
data
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Use cases of NMCA data in Copernicus (and IV) 

DTM (2012), Orthoimagery (2018) Transport Network, SIOSE, Lidar
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Accessibility of your data through CORDA 
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Accessibility of your data through CORDA 
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Next steps in the implementation of the agreement

• Follow up signature of annexes by EG members with EG Head Office

• Review and ensure availability of licensed datasets via CORDA by 
EEA/CORDA Team
• We may contact you for cross-check some datasets

• Provision of guidance for NMCAs
• If data available via API/web services/FTPs, no need to do anything from your side! 

• Webinar in spring with CORDA experts
• The idea is to introduce CORDA and solve any question you may have
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T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
a t t e n t i o n !

Jose Miguel Rubio Iglesias  

Expert – Copernicus In Situ Data

Jose.Rubio@eea.europa.eu
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