
Christian Kaul, Head of Department Geoinformation

The Canton 
of Zurich



Federalism I
The federalist system of Switzerland consists of three 
levels:
- Federation
- 26 Cantons
- 2,324 Communes
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Federalism II

The three basic principles of the
Swiss federalist system:
− Subsidiarity
− Fiscal autonomy
− Direct democracy



Federalism III

Autonomous Cantons
Each Canton has its own:
− Constitution and laws
− Parliament
− Government
− Courts/Judiciary



Direct democracy

− Elections
− People's initiative
− Referendums: votes on 

changes and amendments to 
the constitution, legislation 
and financial decisions 
(varying conditions)



The Canton of Zurich
- 12 districts
- 28 cities
- 169 communes
- 1.4 million people (17% CH)
- The most frequent languages
besides German are
Italian, English and
Albanian



Diverse living spaces

− total area of around 1,730 square
kilometres (4% CH)

− 42% agriculture
− 30% forest
− 22% inhabited areas
− 5% rivers and lakes
− 1% non-productive areas



Geoinformation



Administration Canton Zürich

Head

Cadastre

14 persons

Geoinformation

16 persons

Data-Logistic

5 persons



Current projects
• Establish PLR-Cadastre
• Finish Cadastral Survey
• Design Pipe Cadastre
• Create data models for all spatial themes
• Change reference frame
• Extend object register with all buildings and flats
• Produce precise LIDAR data and orthophotos
• ...



Web presence & social media
− Web presence: www.zh.ch

www.geoinformation.zh.ch
http://maps.zh.ch (GIS-Browser)
http://maps.zh.ch/oereb (PLR-Cadastre)

− Facebook: KantonZuerich (Canton of Zurich)
− Twitter: @kantonzuerich

@GISZentrumZH (for Geoinformation)

Contact: christian.kaul@bd.zh.ch



Kanton Zürich


